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Abstract

The advent of the Internet has made publication, dissemination, and access of
information more easily. However, to digitize past retrospective data to allow networked
information services is not an easy task. The Socio-Cultural Research Center (SCRC) at Fu
Jen Catholic University has been collecting publications in the areas of politics, economy,
society, and culture about China for years. Particularly, SCRC has been collecting and
clipping newspapers from Mainland China, Hongkong, and Taiwan and accumulating over
700,000 clippings to support academic analyses and studies. This article is dedicated to
describing the planning, development, and current status of a networked information service
for the SCRC’ s collections to hopefully share our experience with others undertaking similar
projects. Due to the limited resources in time, human power, and financial support, we have
experimented with the use of OCR technology to convert scanned images into digital texts.
Automatic ways of keyword extraction, co-occurrence thesaurus construction, and indexing
were then developed for these Chinese digital texts to build retrieval systems for effective
access of the collections. Previous researches and ours as well showed that the use of OCR
technology can save enormous time and efforts to provide networked information services.
The inevitable OCR errors affect retrieval performance barely for high quality input.
Retrieval effectiveness drops less than 30% even when the error rate goes beyond 30%.
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REBUILDING THE COMMUNIST WORLD

The Western fear of the world communist
bloc is bascd on the ignesance of the immense
difficultics which now confront the com-
munist world, It is a erumbling world:
patience and skill will be needed if it is 1o be
rebuilt. During the past few months, it has

altogether a success. Negotiations between
the communist parties started at the begin.
ning of this year, in Budapest, and have been
continued sver since. Last February the
People's Daily in its cditorial, grecting to
Pleng Chen () on his return with his
delegation from a tour of Sovier Russia and
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System| Field |Indexing Method Weighting scheme Run ID|Ave P
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